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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
Mr. Kyle Boyles

Over the past few months, we navigated new and challenging circumstances as we faced the
uncertainties surrounding COVID-19. Frustration, fear, and anxiety have all been felt as we
adapted to a new normal. But as a school community, we have also shown tremendous courage,
resilience, and faith.
With faith as our anchor, we are approaching the 2020-2021 academic year and preparing to
return in August with face-to-face learning five days per week. While some things will look and
feel a little different, we are unequivocally committed to delivering the best educational
experience in the midst of this unique time.
In these pages, we want to share our thoughts and plans to begin and sustain on-campus
instruction for all grade levels. In order to be prepared for all possible situations, our plans must
be flexible and adaptable. It is our plan to maintain in-person learning and that will require the
cooperation of our students, faculty, and school families. But one of the many advantages of
being a small, independent school is the ability to set protocols and policies that follow the
health and safety recommendations of our public health leaders while also meeting the needs of
our community.
Once again, I am grateful for the team who has spent many hours this summer preparing for
our return to campus. Each one cares deeply for our school and for the special bonds that exist
between our walls. We will continue to provide regular updates throughout the summer. As
always, please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers.
In Him,

Kyle Boyles
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Oakbrook Preparatory School's plans for the 2020-21
academic year are guided by these key priorities:
Protect the health and well-being of our community.
Offer an enriching educational experience for the intellectual, emotional, and
spiritual growth of our students.
Create opportunities for students to form strong connections with our talented
faculty and with one another.
Foster a strong sense of community grounded in Christian values.
As Oakbrook Preparatory continues to develop a plan for the 2020-21 academic year,
we will be guided by the School’s mission to “build on a foundation of Christian faith
and educate students to be independent learners in a changing world.”

The plans seek to meet the learning needs of
our students and create opportunities for
our students to discover their individual
interests and passions while maintaining a
safe environment.
The plan will take into account different possibilities depending on the guidelines by
the CDC, state and local governments, health and safety experts from within our
community, and our independent school networks, and in order to best ensure a safe
return and the ability to remain on-campus.
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OUR PLANS

The Oakbrook experience is designed to be a face-to-face learning program, and
while complete elimination of the risks to our community cannot be achieved
while COVID-19 is still a threat, we will strive to mitigate health risks as much as
possible to protect our students, parents, and staff. Our four-phased plan will be
based on the following color-coded catagories:

GREEN
LOW RISK

Cases are RARE
All students on
campus at the same
time
Masks optional for
staff and students
No modifications
needed
Large gatherings
OK

YELLOW
MODERATE RISK
Moderate number of
cases with some from
unknown source
All students on
campus at the same
time
Staff and students
may be required to
wear masks in grades
4th-12th when
moving in the halls
and may be required
in class or groups
depending on the
number of students in
the classroom/space.
*At this time, it is not
required for students
in K3-3rd to wear
masks.
Social Distancing
required in places
where people gather
Staggered recess and
break times
Lunch eaten in
classrooms and small
groups
Limit all large group
gatherings and full
school assemblies and
extra curricular
activities
Visitors limited and
screened for
symptoms

ORANGE
MEDIUM RISK

RED
HIGH RISK

Many cases including
community spread,
with undetected cases
likely

Widespread
outbreak that is
growing with many
undetected cases

All students on
campus at the same
time

Mandated by
government

Even/Odd Upper
School Schedule with
Flex Friday.
Middle school
teachers move rather
than students.
For Lower Schoolspecial area teachers
come to the
classrooms.
Limit in-person
groups
Staff and students
required to wear
masks in grades 4th12th when moving in
the halls and may be
required in class or
groups depending on
the number of
students in the
classroom/space.
Virtual Chapel,
College Connect, and
group assemblies

Restricted access to
campus.
No students on
campus.
Distance learning

FOR ALL PLANS
We realize there may
be students who
require Distance
Learning after we
have returned to
campus.
For those cases, we
are working on
technology and
logistics for students
to join classes
remotely through live
streaming or video
sessions.
Expanded daily
cleaning

Lunches eaten in
designated spaces

Review health trends
weekly or daily as
needed

No visitors beyond
front office unless
approved or essential

Hand sanitizing
stations throughout
campus

See next page for
Modified Schedule for
Orange
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MODIFIED SCHEDULE FOR ORANGE

Based on the current numbers in the Upstate, consultation with health officials,
and SCISA, Oakbrook will open our campus operations on a five day schedule based
on level Orange and will follow these schedules for upper, middle, and lower school
that allows for minimal class changes and exposure.
UPPER SCHOOL EVEN/ODD/FLEX Schedule
Monday
8:00-8:20 Homeroom
8:25-9:55 2nd
10:00-11:30 4th
11:35-1:05 6th
1:05-1:30 Lunch
1:30-3:00 *8th
Tuesday
8:00-8:20 Homeroom
8:25-9:55 1st
10:00-11:30 3rd
11:35-1:05 5th
1:05-1:30 Lunch
1:30-3:00 7th
Wednesday
8:00-8:20 Homeroom
8:25-9:55 2nd
10:00-11:30 4th
11:35-1:05 6th
1:05-1:30 Lunch
1:30-3:00 *8th

The Upper School will
continue to inspire
leadership and
innovation while
accounting for safety
and prioritizing overall
student wellness.

Thursday
8:00-8:20 Homeroom
8:25-9:55 1st
10:00-11:30 3rd
11:35-1:05 5th
1:05-1:30 Lunch
1:30-3:00 7th
Friday
Flex Friday
Monday through Thursday, classes will be held on campus. Flex Friday will be a
seven period synchronous day. Students must choose to come to class face-to-face or
join a Google Meet from home. Students will receive the same high impact
instruction, but with the flexibility to be on campus or at home.
*8th period will be used for a variety of opportunities, including College Connect and
Chapel/Small Groups, Study Hall, counseling, office hours, remediation, announcements,
as well as additional support and help.
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MODIFIED SCHEDULE FOR ORANGE, cont.
MIDDLE SCHOOL
Students in MS will follow their standard 8-period schedule each day, with
modifications to the time schedule in order to have lunch and recess in shifts. In
order to reduce time in hallways, students will remain in the same classroom for
each 2-period block of core classes. The teachers will move rather than the students.
8:00-8:20 Homeroom
8:20-9:02 1st
9:05-9:47 2nd (teachers swap classes)
9:50-10:33 3rd
10:36-11:17 4th (teachers swap classes)
11:17-11:42 Lunch (grades 5 & 6) / Recess (grades 7 & 8)
11:42-12:07 Lunch (grades 7 & 8) / Recess (grades 5 & 6)
12:07-12:48 5th
12:51-1:32 6th (teachers swap classes)
1:35-2:16 7th (elective)
2:19-3:00 8th (elective)

LOWER SCHOOL

The Middle School will continue to
emphasize the importance of thinking
critically and creatively, character,
community, and service while
developing independence.

While changes in health and safety practices, room setup, and scheduling will occur,
the Lower School will continue to provide a learning environment that is
multisensory with faith infused curriculum that is rich and meaningful.
Classroom assignments will allow for more control over movement and transition
between groups and greater flexibility for changes in health and safety practices. For
example, the special course teachers (such as art, music, world language, etc.) will
come to the classroom rather than moving the children throughout the building. The
overall day for our students in the Lower School will remain intact to provide our
students time to explore and create. Movement breaks will be built in throughout the
day to maintain overall wellness. Students will continue to enjoy outdoor playtime,
time together in the classroom, engage in “specials,” and enrichment opportunities.
Students will continue to eat snack and lunch in their classrooms as we have always
done in the Lower School.

The Lower School will continue to
encourage students to create,
learn, and explore in a nurturing
environment.
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REMOTE LEARNING
Oakbrook will only be in Remote Learning if there is a widespread outbreak, a
shelter-in-place government order or a case on campus that requires us to quarantine
part of the campus for a period of time.
We are making enhancements to our Remote Learning processes through
professional development and based on feedback from parents, faculty and students
this spring.
We consider digital learning to be a necessary and value-added part of our
instructional toolkit at Oakbrook. As such, faculty professional development will
continue over the summer and throughout the school year to prepare for all possible
circumstances and will focus on instructional strategies, technology, and practices
for on-campus and digital learning.
Our focus will be on continuing to offer an excellent academic environment that is
applicable to on-campus and digital spaces. As we hone instructional technology
skills and incorporate different applications and tools, we must remember that the
real value is in the teaching and learning that occurs each and every day. The magic
happens with individualized attention, student engagement, support, and
interactions with peers and teachers.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES FOR ALL AGES
FIELD TRIPS
Through December 2020, all field trips for K3-12th grade have
been cancelled. This includes day trips as well as the overnight
retreat for middle and upper school

ATHLETICS
At this time, Cross Country, Volleyball, Swimming, and
Competition Cheer plan to follow their regular schedule. In an
abundance of caution, Football has been cancelled based on the
level on contact among players. We will continue to follow
SCISA guidelines for athletics.

HEALTH & SAFETY
All members of the Oakbrook community will receive a health
and safety plan. School community members will be asked to
self-screen prior to accessing campus. If any student or faculty
member is diagnosed with COVID-19, we will assess the
circumstances and follow our health and safety plan as advised
by our School Nurse, LindaCarol Nail, RN and medical
professionals.

EARLY BIRD and KNIGHT SHIFT
Our task force will share our protocols for Early Bird (7:30 a.m.8 a.m.) and Knight Shift (3 p.m.- 6 p.m.) once they are finalized.

THE ARTS
Oakbrook's Arts Department understands the importance of Arts
Education in the total development of its students and is
committed to supporting its community of fine artists and
performers. Using guidelines and recommendations from health
organizations and arts associations, we are adapting our spaces
and methods to offer opportunities for students to continue to
develop their creative passions.
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